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16 by Will Lawson 
HACKLEY PARK 

E. W. Oldenburg 
Silent Lincoln, looking south, 

sits among the crocuses, 

his bronze back turned to the April wind 

off Muskegon Lake-­
turned too to the sawdust past of the town: 

the whiskey-whiskered ghosts 

of the boys at the Red Light Saloon, 

raucouS brawl of Water Street, screaming mills 

and smell of pine, 

the lumber schooners sliding past the dunes 

to escape land's clutch 

creak at the first whitecap's slap, 

sailing west with gulls for company. 

No smell of pine now but foundry smoke 
on the April air; 
no swagger of red-sash brigade, 
but traffic's gleaming stream 
three lanes one-way westward; the cars 
sane, orderly, sedate, 
obey the light's unhurried beckoning 
without complaint of tire or horn, 
tamed beyond savageness 
to acquiesce in the rhythmic law 
of stop and go. 
Lincoln offers no comment, 
taciturn among the crocuses, 
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